Practical Theology through Scriptural Reflections Series
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Topic 1 - Fear and Faith concerning Finances

Disorder is a consequence of desiring possessions beyond our needs. This disorder results in our tendency to measure happiness by wealth.  “Wealth is that to which multitudes of men pay an instinctive homage” (John Henry Cardinal Newman). These passions blind us to our faith in God and a fear grows from feeling that we are at the mercy of the world. This session challenges such fear.

Topic 2 - Fear and Faith concerning Families
The Christian family is the domestic Church which is a center for education in prayer. It is the image of the Trinity and many dangers threaten it. This session investigates the make up, the nature and the purpose of the family and how fear can destroy this privileged community.

Topic 3 - Fear and Faith concerning Risk Taking
In order to take risks in our Spiritual journey we must have hope, “in hope we were saved” (Romans 8:24).  Both faith and love are formed by hope (Rahner) and if we are to take risks for Christ in our daily lives, these risks must always be founded in faith and in love but be also ever-informed by hope. Hope is a gift from the Holy Spirit and it becomes the human hospitality for the in-dwelling of the divine guest (Dictionary of Theology). Fear cripples this possibility and causes us to be blinded to the reality that ours is the God of circumstances Whose gift to us is hope.
Topic 4 - Fear and Faith concerning Death and Dying

Death is a universal human phenomenon. Within the Christian domain, it is related to sin but also in Christian belief, it is related to the redemptive mystery of the death of Jesus. Karl Rahner teaches that death can be seen as a mystery of darkness and threat. If we freely give ourselves over into the hands of God’s love and mercy, a fear-less theology of death emerges because this is the way that believers may enter into the dying of Christ. Death is therefore anticipated throughout life in the little dying by which we give ourselves over to others and to God in our charitable acts. This session focuses on the faith that will overcome many fears about death. 
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