A Mighty Powerlessness – Reference Sheet


PART ONE

 “Jesus, you came to bring fire on the earth, the fire which you are yourself. The world seems to be running to its own destruction. Yet, I am not a pessimist. Why? Because I think that today there are more souls than ever in cloisters and also in the world, entirely given to Jesus in complete confidence and total abandonment, without anything which distinguishes them from others, hidden like the Nazarene.
Evil displays itself; good remains unknown. These hidden souls console Him. They make reparation; they repay Him and oblige Him, I daresay, to be merciful.”
(St Therese of Lisieux - pg 179, I Believe in Love, 1969)
~ A Mighty Powerlessness ~
St Bonaventure - “Prayer is the mother and the source of our ascent to God” (Journey into the Mind of God)
St Paul, Ephesians 11:6 – “prayer reveals the works of Satan” 

St Catherine of Siena from the Father – “Prayer unwinds the bandages of self-love”

St Luke 19:1-10 - “… hurry and come down for I must say at your house today.”

Mother Teresa – “the fruit of silence is prayer; the fruit of prayer is faith; the fruit of faith is love; the fruit of love is service; the fruit of service is peace.” (pg xxxix, A Simple Path, 1995)
St. Louis de Montfort– “Sometimes, in order to find us, He runs along the main roads; at another, He climbs up to the highest summits of the mountains; yet, at another, He goes out to the limits of the cities; still yet at another, He goes all the way into the public places, right into the midst of public gatherings, crying out with the loudest voice He can: ‘O Children of mine! I have cried out to you for such a long time! … COME TO ME; I WANT TO MAKE YOU HAPPY”. (The Love of Eternal Wisdom, 1960)
Deuteronomy 32:10 – “You are the apple of my eye”

St Matthew 14:27 – “Do not be afraid, it is I”

Psalm 141 – “Arising to God like incense”

St Teresa of Avila – “And thus it happens to me that when we read the lives of the saints, that they converted souls, I feel much greater devotion and envy than over all the martyrdoms that they suffered. The reason for this is that the Lord has revealed to me that He prizes a soul which, through our diligence and prayer, we gain for Him through His mercy, than all the services we can render Him.”
Genesis 3:15 - “She will crush his head”

PART TWO

“Jesus, you came to bring fire on the earth, the fire which you are yourself. The world seems to be running to its own destruction. Yet, I am not a pessimist. Why? Because I think that today there are more souls than ever in cloisters and also in the world, entirely given to Jesus in complete confidence and total abandonment, without anything which distinguishes them from others, hidden like the Nazarene.

Evil displays itself; good remains unknown. These hidden souls console Him. They make reparation; they repay Him and oblige Him, I daresay, to be merciful.”

(St Therese of Lisieux - pg 179, I Believe in Love, 1969)
~ A Mighty Powerlessness ~

St Paul, I Cor. 8:1-2 – “knowledge puffs up, love builds up”

Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa – “a woman made prayer” (pg 147, Mary, Mirror of the Church, 1992)
St Luke 1:48 – “All generations will call me blessed”

St Luke 7:11 “The Lord saw her and felt deep compassion for her.” 
St Luke 8:2-3 “… with Him went the twelve as well as certain women …  Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susannah, and many others who provided for them out of their own resources…” 

St Matthew 12:48 – “Who is my mother?”

St John 19:27 - “Behold your mother.” 

Hans Urs von Balthasar - “Just as the Son is abandoned by the Father, so too, He abandons His mother, so that the two of them be united in common abandonment. Only thus does she become inwardly ready to take on ecclesial motherhood to all of Jesus’ new brothers and sisters.”  (pg 110, Mary–The Church at Source, 2005)
St Ambrose – “When the apostles fled, she stood before the Cross and with reverent gaze, beheld her Son’s wounds, for she waited – not for her Child’s death, but for the world’s salvation.”

Genesis 3:15 - “She will crush his head”

Thomas Merton – “all our sanctity depends on her maternal love” (pg 173, New Seeds of Contemplation, 1972)
I Kings 2:19-21 – “The King got up… bowed before her … a seat was brought for the King’s mother and she sat down on his right… Mother, make your request for I shall not refuse you.”

St Teresa of Avila - “He will work miracles when He is within us, just as He did when He walked this earth. And, if we have faith, He will give us what we ask of Him since He is in our house. His Majesty will never offer us too little payment for His lodging, if we treat Him well.”  (pg 224, The Way of Perfection, 1965)
St Paul, Galatians 2:19  – “no longer I, but Christ Who lives within me”

St Luke 22:19 - “Do this in memory of me.”

St John 2:4 – “Woman, what have you to do with me?”
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